Hacar ATTENDS PLANETARIUM MEETING 


Cares F, Hacar, Assistant Manager of Morrison Planetarium, left the Acad- 
emy last week for New York where he will attend the International Meeting of 
Planetarium Executives. The meeting is being held May 11 to May 16. 


Hagar will combine the meeting with side trips to the new Hayden Plane- 
tarlum in Boston as well as to the Fels Planetarium in Philadelphia. Before 
returning to the Academy in early June, he will also visit Adler Planetarium in 
Chicago and Buhl Planetarium in Pittsburgh. 


Purpose of the meeting is to promote the exchange of ideas among executives 
of the world’s leading planetaria. Because of Hagar’s absence, there will be no 
Academy Astronomy Section meeting in May. The next meeting will be held in 
September, since meetings of the section are normally suspended in the summer 
months. 


Drarer Wins Lirerary AWARD 


ONE oF THE FouR annual awards given by the San Francisco Browning Society 
this year went to Benjamin Draper, Executive Producer in the Academy’s Tele- 
vision Department, for his dramatic monologue entitled “Pompilia: 1959.” 

The narrative poem, woven around Robert Browning's “The Ring and The 
Book,” is the story of an ancient actress and a young television writer who are 
preparing a television play based on Browning’s monumental work. 


ALLYN SmitH Heaps For EUROPE 


“AN IDEAL EUROPEAN VACATION” is the manner in which Allyn G. Smith, Exec- 
utive Assistant to Dr. Robert C. Miller, Academy Director, described his trip 
just before he left late in April. 

Smith left San Francisco for New York where he planned to spend several 
days at the American Museum of Natural History. From there he flew to 
Amsterdam and then on to Milan. After a train trip to Venice, his itinerary 
listed a boat trip to Athens and from Athens he and Mrs. Smith will take a Greek 
boat for a tour of the Dodecanese Islands off Greece. Upon their return to Athens 
the Smiths will fly to Rome, Madrid and Lisbon and New York. Before return- 
ing to San Francisco on June 6 they will spend a few days in Los Angeles to 
inspect their new grandson, 


New MEMBERS 


New Members who joined the Academy last month are: 


Mr. John H. Thomas 
Mr, Eric Wrede 


Mr. Herbert Plap 
Mr. John Rapp 
Mr. Christopher H. Schols 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 
Dr. John P. Bradley 
Mr. Arthur Grant 
Mr. F. L. Griffin 
Miss Erline Hevel 


FamMity MEMBERSHIP 
Lt. Col. John Barrett 
Miss Cheryl Brown 
Mr. G, Janssen Mr. Daniel J. Cronin, Jr. 
Mr. Oliver Kehrlein Mr. Mervin D. Field 
Mr. George S. Lachman Mr. John P. Le May Kathy Fitzgerald 
Mr. David Steward Mr. and Mrs. David H. Miller Phyllis San 
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Associ vre MEMBERSHIP 
Alamo School Student Body 


STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 
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May Announcement 


‘THe recuLAR May meetine of the California Academy of Sciences will be held 
at 8:15 p.m, Wednesday, May 13, in the May Treat Morrison Auditorium. 
Philip Ferry, San Francisco writer, photographer and world traveler, will pre- 
sent a lecture entitled: 


“Tor Maya, THosE ASTONISHING PrE-AMERICANS 
In February and March of this year Ferry took an extended trip in Central 
America and southern Mexico, following the course of Maya civilization from 
near the place of its origin, somewhere in Guatemala or Honduras, northward 
to its terminus in the northern Yucatan peninsula of Mexico. 

Most of the Maya sites are in jungle country and all of them have been aban- 
doned for centuries. Ferry managed to visit more than a dozen of the Maya 
sites, some of them in the process of restoration, some of them virtually un- 
touched since they were abandoned. 

Throughout his trip, Ferry kept busy taking color slides of the Maya cities. 
He has selected the best of these to illustrate his lecture which Academy members 
and their friends are cordially invited to attend. 


New Winc CompLetep 
Earty THis MoNTH the Academy's new wing, containing the John Ward Mail- 
liard, Jr., Memorial Library and the Alice Eastwood Hall of Botany, was com- 
pleted and turned over to the Academy by the contractors. 

Shortly thereafter, the tremendous task of moving the Academy’s Library, 
the Department of Botany and the Department of Herpetology began. To reflect 
upon, the job of moving more than 100,000 books, thousands of botanical speci- 
mens, and thousands of herpetological specimens would seem formidable. It is, 
but it is going ahead and these Academy facilities should be ready for full use 
in the near future. 

Formal dedication ceremonies for the new wing will be held in the autumn. 


SixtH ANNUAL ScIENCE Fair CLOSES 
More THAN 55.000 persons saw the 300-plus exhibits in the Sixth Annual Bay 
Area Science Fair, which closed at the Academy late in April. Officials of the 
Science Fair board termed the fair “a solid success.” 

Because of many local fairs which preceded the fair at the Academy, officials 
and visitors alike felt this year’s exhibits represented the best selection in all the 
years the fair has been held. 

The Physical Properties of Ice won the grand prize in the physical science 
division for David Mitchell, 17, of Albany High School. Carol Solodyna, 16, of 
Ells High School in Richmond, was winner of the grand prize in the biological 
sciences division for her project, The Influence of Carbohydrates upon the 
Longevity of the Wasp. 

Junior grand prizes were won by Gary Palmer, 14, of Woodrow Wilson High 
School in Oakland, and Trudy Noller, 15, of Garfield Junior High School in 
Berkeley. 


[2] 


The two grand prize winners and their science teachers are competing in the 
National Science Fair at Hartford, Connecticut. Together with their projects, 
the winners were featured on “Science in Action,” the Academy’s television pro- 
gram, on Monday, April 27. 


SECOND PHase OF Baya CaLtForNIA EXPEDITION UNbER Way 
In Mip-Aprit an Academy expedition left for Baja California to continue a pro- 
tracted investigation—begun last December—of the biology of Baja California 
with emphasis on botany. Dr. John A. Thomas, Academy Field Associate and 
Assistant Curator of the herbarium at Stanford University, is leader of the expe- 
dition. He was accompanied by Dr. Reed Moran of the San Diego Museum of 
Natural History. Donald Patterson, Field Associate in Entomology at the Acad- 
emy, will travel to La Paz by air to join the expedition. 

The expedition members expect to return from Baja California about June 1. 
Cost of the project is being underwritten by a friend of the Academy. 


“Frozen” Exuisrr Now on Dispiay 
“OpERATION Deep Freeze,” after the expedition of the same name, is the title 
of an exhibit which went on display in the Academy’s Lovell White Hall of Man 
and Nature on May |. 

The exhibit was worked up by Morton P. Beebe, former Assistant Public 
Information Officer of Operation Deep Freeze. Included are some 20 large black 
and white photographs of the Antarctic plus 19 others on general subjects, all of 
them taken by Beebe. Also on exhibit is a selection of cold weather clothing 
worn in the Antarctic including a parka, a face mask and special hats. 

Of unusual interest is the section of the exhibit which features relics of the 
Antarctic expeditions of Shackleton and Scott. The relics, including perfectly 
preserved newspapers, posters and cans of chocolate, were found by Beebe and 
other Operation Deep Freeze personnel, at the camp sites of these early Antarctic 
explorers. The exhibit will remain on view throughout May. 

BoranicaL “Pouttry” CoLLEcTION GROWING 


HENs AND CHICKENS are not the usual specimens one expects to find in the Acad- 
emy’s Department of Botany, but, then, these are not the usual hens and chick- 
ens. They are, in fact, botanical specimens of the genus Echeveria, which for the 
past few years has been the special project of Eric Walther, Research Associate 
in the Department of Botany, and former Director of Strybing Arboretum, 

There are about 150 species of Echeveria now known to botanists. Thanks to 
Walther’s diligent efforts, more than 100 of these species—including 40 types— 
are now represented in the Academy’s collection. When he finishes his hens and 
chickens project, Walther will put his research into a monograph on Echeveria. 
He left last week to visit the herbaria of the New York Botanical Garden and the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D. C., both of which have extensive 
Echeveria collections. 

Hens and chickens are native to Mexico, Central America and South Amer- 
ica. Most of the specimens collected by Walther came from Strybing Arboretum, 
from Academy member Victor Reiter, from the University of California Botan- 
ical Garden, and from the gardens of friends. 
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